
ORIGINIAL COMPLAINT FILED ON JUNE 13, 2013 

16.  On or about September, 2012, Benn retained Maureen Downey, DWS, CWE, 

FWS of Chai Consulting to authenticate the DRC magnum. Ms. Downey determined that 

the DRC magnum was counterfeit and valueless. See Exhibit 1. Ms. Downey later visited 

the estate of Domaine de la Romanee-Conti. During her visit, she showed her inspection 

report to Aubert de Villain, the co-owner of Domaine de la Romanee-Conti. Mr. de 

Vellain confirmed that Ms. Downey’s report was correct and that the DRC magnum was 

counterfeit because Domaine de la Romanee-Conti only produced small yields in 1945 

and as a result did not produce any large-format magnum-size bottles in that vintage.   

 

AMENDED COMPLAINT FILED ON JUNE 14, 2013 

16.  On or about September, 2012, Benn retained Maureen Downey, DWS, CWE, 

FWS of Chai Consulting to authenticate the DRC magnum. Ms. Downey determined that 

the DRC magnum was counterfeit and valueless based on the physical attributes of the 

DRC magnum, the provenance provided by Charlie Trotter’s, and her discussions with 

Domain de la Romanee-Conti Employees. See Exhibit 1. Ms. Downey later has visited 

the estate of Domaine de la Romanee-Conti, where she spoke with Jean-Charles Cuvelier, 

the estate director of Domaine de la Romanee-Conti.  Mr. Cuvelier told that Ms. 

Downey’s that Domaine de la Romanee-Conti only produced small yields in 1945 and as 

a result, the Domaine is not able to categorically support or deny that it produced any 

large-format magnum-size bottles in that vintage, but that it is likely that none were 

produced. During her visit, she showed her inspection report to Aubert de Villain, the co-

owner of Domaine de la Romanee-Conti. Mr. de Vellain confirmed that Ms. Downey’s 



report was correct and that the DRC magnum was counterfeit because Domaine de la 

Romanee-Conti only produced small yields in 1945 and as a result did not produce any 

large-format magnum-size bottles in that vintage.   

 

SUBSEQUENT AMENDED COMPLAINT FILED ON JUNE 14, 2013 

16.  On or about September, 2012, Benn retained Maureen Downey, DWS, CWE, 

FWS of Chai Consulting to authenticate the DRC magnum. Ms. Downey determined that 

the DRC magnum was counterfeit and valueless based on the physical attributes of the 

DRC magnum, the provenance provided by Charlie Trotter’s, and her discussions with 

experts on Domaine de la Romanee-Conti wines Employees. See Exhibit 1. Ms. Downey 

has visited the estate of Domaine de la Romanee-Conti after preparing her report. , where 

sShe spoke with Jean-Charles Cuvelier, the estate director of Domaine de la Romanee-

Conti, regarding the production of large format bottles.  The information Ms. Downey 

received from Jean-Charles Cuvelier confirmed the accuracy of her report. Mr. Cuvelier 

told that Ms. Downey’s that Domaine de la Romanee-Conti only produced small yields in 

1945 and as a result, the Domaine is not able to categorically support or deny that it 

produced any large-format magnum-size bottles in that vintage, but that it is likely that 

none were produced.  

 

 


